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This book contains articles based on most of the 
plenary lectures and some selected poster presenta- 
tions at the UCLA Symposium of the same title, 
which was held in Keystone, CO, April 22-29, 
1984. The contents are unusual in that the first two 
hundred and sixty-eight pages contain articles 
reprinted from the Journal of Cellular 
Biochemistry and which have therefore been sub- 
jected to peer review. As a result two page number- 
ing systems are used and articles relevant o the six 
main sections are spread throughout the text. This 
style of presentation is confusing and requires the 
reader to refer constantly to the contents pages. 
Thirty-eight articles are included, divided equal- 
ly between sections on collagens, proteoglycans, 
fibronectin and laminin, the extracellular matrix 
and development, and the extracellular matrix and 
disease, a sixth section on elastin is rather shorter 
containing only three articles. The presentation of 
the text is of a uniformly high standard, containing 
high quality photographs and figures. However, 
the range of material presented by the authors is 
very varied. For example there are excellent 
reviews of proteoglycans and a discussion of recent 
advances in research on fibronectin and other cell 
attachment proteins, but many of the articles con- 
tain precise scientific and technical data which are 
normally found in journals. The opportunity to 
provide an overview of this exciting area of 
research was therefore missed. 
does provide a relatively up to date compilation of 
interesting and useful work in a vitally important 
research field. The significance of the information 
derives from the fact that it is now realised that cell 
biology extends beyond the cell membrane into the 
extracellular matrix. A particularly pleasing 
feature was the attempt where possible to relate 
structure to function, and to evaluate the possible 
role of distinctive connective tissue macro- 
molecules in development and disease. I particular- 
ly enjoyed the articles on type IX and X collagen 
and cell attachment determinant in fibronectin. 
This book provides an excellent source of informa- 
tion and is very readable. 
Since the emphasis in connective tissue research 
must be on the interaction between the various 
components of the extracellular matrix, the wide 
coverage which characterises this volume is essen- 
tial. However it is becoming more difficult to pro- 
duce a book of reasonable size on the extracellular 
matrix and this volume therefore provides a useful 
addition to the literature. This book has much of 
value for the active research scientist and student 
interested in the role of extracellular matrix in cell 
biology. It could act as a primary source book and 
should encourage a wide readership to develop an 
interest in the extracellular matrix. I therefore 
recommend this book as an important addition to 
the rapidly expanding biochemical iterature on the 
extracellular matrix. 
Despite the strange organisation of this book it R.G. Price 
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